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FOUR NEW HOMONYMS IN ERYTHRAEIDAE 
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Abstract. — Lrpfns rfllosHs Mihelc'ic, 19G4 is a junior sec*ondar>’ homonym of Leptus rilbjstis 
(Borlcsc, 1910); Leptns errabuttfins nom. nov. is proposed as a rcplaccmenl name for L. rillo- 
SNS Mihel^ic, 1904. Lrptus ralvatus Miheldif, 1958 is a junior primary* homon>Tn of Leptus cal- 
rat as Willmann, U)b\ \ Leptas incertas nom. nov. is proposed as a replacement name for L. cat- 
rat as Mihelfic, 1958. Leptas dirersas Miheleic, 1958 is a junior primary' homonym of Lrptas 
dirersas Mihel^^ic. 1958; fanbatatas nom. nov. is propose<l as a replacement name for A. 

dirersas Miheleic, 1958. Leptas dirersas var. rariatas Miheldic, 1958 is rai.scKl to Ihe species 
r^vik.Ahmtophas lonyipes (Schweizer and Bader, 1903) comb. nov. is a junior primar>' homonym 
o{ Abmtophas Ifatyipes (Willmann, 1951) comb, now, Abrohtpitas baderi nom. nov. is proposed 
as a replacement name for/I. ioaf/ijH\s (Schweizer and Bader. 1903). 
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Taxonomy 

Leptus errabundus noni. nov. 

Leptas rittasas Miheleic. 11KI4 {mm Leptas rittfnas (Berlcse. 1910)) 

Berlese (1910: 348) described Aciforotopbas ritfosas 
from (ireece, a species characterised, in part, by short idio- 
somal setae (“... densi.ssime pilis curtis ..." op. cit.). Khol 
(1904: (>S0) pnn ided the first redescription of this spetdes, 
0vini^ its locality in India ("Himachal Pradish, 13,590 ft") 
and placing it in the genus Leptas. Unfortunately, the type 
specimen of Aehoraiopfnis ritfosas Berlese, 1910 has 
been lost (Uaslagnoli and I’egazzano, 1985: 457 and 458). 
Miheleic (1904: 290) described Leptas ritfosas (from 
Austria), which differs from Aeboro/ojdnts ritfosas 
Berlese, 1910, as well as from Leptas ritfosas sensu Kliot, 
1904 in having vei*y long idiosomal setae (05-125 /im, as 
opposed to 39-54 pm in L. riltosas sensu Khol, 1904). 
Because Leptas ritfosas sensu Miheleic cannot be consid¬ 
ered .synonymous to Leptas ritfosas (Berlese, 1910), 
therefore Leptas ritfosas Miheleic, 1904 is replaced with 
Leptas errohaaftas nom. nov. 

Leptus incertus nom. nov. 

UwLeptascafratas MDiolCic, IlhYSb (non lj*ptasctdrattLs WTUniann. 1951) 

Willmann (1951: 151) de.scribed Lejdas cafratas from 
Austria. Miheleic* (1958b: 40) described Leptas cafratas 
from Spain. The descriptions suggest that the authors were 
dealing with two different species (Miheleic did not give 


a figure). In contrary^ to L. caratas s. Willmann 1951, 
L. cafratas s. Michelch^ 1958b has liglit spots on dorsal side 
of idio.soma, similar to tho.se in L. triaateafatas (Rossi, 
1974), but more numerous (more than three) "... Sehr anlich 
L. triaateafatas Herm. [sic!], besitzt aber mehrere haar- 
lose Flecke und nicht nur drei, wie die Vergleichsart ..." 
op. cit.: 40); hence Leptas cafratas Mihel^i^*, 1958b 
becomes a junior primaiy homonym of Leptas cafratas 
Willmann, 1951 and is given the name Leptas iacertas 
nom. nov. 

Leptus furibuudus nom. nov. 

for Leptas dirersas Miheleic, 1958h (non Leptas dirersas MihcICi(^, 

195Sa) 

Miheleic (1958a: 281) described ^Leptas dirersas sp. 
nov. " from Spain (without illustration). Miheleic (1958b: 40) 
descril)ed "Leptas dirersas n. sp. ", also from Spain (with¬ 
out figures). The descriptions of Leptas dirersas in these 
two papers suggest that they refer to two different type 
specimens (different dimensions, different place of collec¬ 
tion) and most likely to separate species (e\ident differ¬ 
ences inferred from the descriptions). Leptas dirersas 
s. Miheleic 1958b has, for example, longer dorsal setae 
(08 pm) and much shorter crista melopica (300 pm) than 
L, dirersas s. Miheleic 1958a (43 pm and 595 pm respec¬ 
tively). The date of publication of the paper in “Eos" (15 
Oct. 1958) is earlier than that of "Sitzungsberichte Osterre- 
ichische .Akademie der Wissenschaften, Wien" (no date 
given, so I assume 31 IX'C. 1958), which means that Leptas 
dirersas Miheleic, 1958b is a junior primaiy homonym of 
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Leptns diversus MihelciC, 1958a. Leptus dlversns 
Mihel^ie, 1958b is therefore replaced with Leptus furibuu- 
dus noni. nov. 

Leptus variatus Mihel^^i^, 1958b stat. nov. 

"Leptus dtrersus n. sp. var. variatus var. nova*’, origi¬ 
nally described from Spain (MiheK^i^, 1958b: 46), is here 
raised to the rank of species. This variety diffres from 
L, diversus s. Mihelci^ 1948b (now L. furlbumius nom. 
nov) in body lenght (2500^tm), tarsus I lenght/height ratio 
(1.85), lenght of tibia 1 (340 pn\) and crista metopica (510 
/Ltm), in contrary to the latter species (1292 /xm, 3.53, 221 
/xm and 306 ^cm respectively). 

1 am of the opinion, that in such a poorly known mite 
family as Erythraeidae, the creating of any taxa of a rank 
lower than species is speculation, and makes greater 
nomenclatural confusion. 

Abrolophus baderi nom. nov 

for Abrolophtoi louutiM\s (Schweizer and Bader, 19fi3) comb. nov. 

(wonAhntlophua fongijjes (WUlniann. 1951) comb. no\'.) 

Willmann (1951: 150) described lonpipes 

from Austria. Schweizer and Bader (1963: 289) described 
Balaustium lougipes from Switzerland. Both of them are 
now^ placed in the genus Berlese, 1891 sensu 

Southcott, 1961. The metric characters and the illustra¬ 
tions of aspidosoma in both papers show that they deal 
with tw^o separate species. Accordingly, Abrolophus 
ioupipes (Schweizer and Bader, 1963) comb, nov becomes 

Received; .Januar>' 20, 20(M) 

.Accepted: March 10. 2(K)0 


a junior primary homonym of Abrolophus tongipes 
(Willmann, 1951) comb, nov The Abrolophus baderi 
nom. nov. is therefore proposed as a replacement name for 
Abrolophus longipes (Schweizer and Bader, 1963) to hon¬ 
our the junior author. 
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